
There are a number of reasons Euclid Beach Park and the Humphrey Family that operated

it were so successful.  One of the most overlooked reasons for their success is the many

contributions made by the women of the family.  From the beginning when the

Humphrey's migrated from New England to Ohio, the Humphrey women were far more

than homemakers responsible for rearing their children; they were decision makers who

actively participated in the family’s business endeavors.

 

Born on June 9, 1898, Louise was Dudley Sherman Humphrey II’s youngest child.  She was

only one year old when the family opened their first popcorn stand at Euclid Beach in 1899

under the park’s original owners.  Louise went on to be educated at Hathaway-Brown

School here in Cleveland and then Smith College.  She excelled in music and before

returning home to the family business, she wrote music professionally in New York City.

Louise married John E. Lambie and like many of the Humphrey women before and after

her, she took on an active role in the family business.  She served as the vice president of the

Humphrey Company for sixteen years and was responsible for the development of many of

the architectural plans that changed the look of the amusement park.  Most notably she

oversaw the Art Deco makeover in the 1930's that changed the appearance of the entrances

of the Thriller, Racing Coaster, and Flying Turns, the interior of the Dance Pavilion, and the

Grand Carousel.  

 

She was also active in the community and served on a number of civic committees in

Cleveland.  Louise served as the head of the League of Women’s Voters and was the

chairwoman of the Library Board of the City of Cleveland.
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A promotional photo of Louise holding a shovel full of dirt on the future site of
the Humphrey Company’s indoor ice skating rink in University Circle
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