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From lush gardens to vintage barns, historic opulence to 
rustic charm, one of the Western Reserve Historical 
Society’s multiple venues is the perfect setting for your 

special day. With properties conveniently located in University 
Circle and the Cuyahoga Valley, the Western Reserve Historical 
Society can offer picturesque settings for your wedding and 
reception with a unique historical twist.

The seven-acre campus of the History Center in University Circle 
provides an elegant backdrop as guests enjoy stunning décor, 
classic architecture, and historic collections from cars to clothes. 
Dance and dine among the cars in the Crawford Rotunda, recite 
your vows in the picturesque Hanna Garden, or host a cocktail 
reception in the historic Hay-McKinney House or the dramatic 
Reinberger Lobby. Add to the memories with a ride on the restored 
Euclid Beach Park Grand Carousel. With distinctive settings and 
flexible floor space, the museum is a unique venue for wedding 
ceremonies and receptions, fund-raisers, corporate events, birthday 
parties, luncheons, and more. 

The sweeping landscape of Hale Farm & Village is nestled in the 
heart of the Cuyahoga Valley. Conveniently located between 
Cleveland and Akron mid-nineteenth-century homes, rustic 
barns, and colorful gardens are picturesquely clustered across the 
90-acre grounds of our historic working farm and village. 
Combined with the modern Gatehouse and patio, Hale Farm & 
Village can offer a variety of unique sites for your next event. 
After having your wedding ceremony in the historic 1850 Greek 
Revival Meetinghouse or the Apple Orchard, kick off a memorable 
celebration in the open-air Pavilion or the Gatehouse. Our grounds 
also lend themselves to events that need more space, like charity 
fund-raisers, corporate retreats, or family reunions.

With your choice from our list of preferred caterers and open 
floor plans, the spaces are flexible to accommodate events of all 
budgets and sizes. 

We can assist you with details, such as catering, parking, security, 
and more. Contact us to take a tour, get more information, or 
reserve a date for your wedding or special event.

Welcome
to western reserve historical society
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About Us
Add a distinctive flair of history to your special day by holding your ceremony or reception at one of our 
unique venues.

Service & Staff
Choose from our list of preferred caterers approved to provide menus and services adaptable to a wide variety 
of styles and budgets. A full listing of approved vendors is available on our website at www.wrhs.org. Favorite 
caterer not listed? Call us!
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Crawford Rotunda 
Motor on over to the Crawford Rotunda for your next 
social occasion. The high-ceilinged Rotunda is centered 
in the main gallery of antique, vintage, and classic 
automobiles, rare aircraft, and motorcycles that represent 
Northeast Ohio’s rich transportation history. Make the 
collection part of your event, or let it simply be the 
backdrop. Use the lower level for cocktails and hors 
d’oeuvres. Either way, it is a great way to show off 
Cleveland. The Crawford Rotunda can accommodate up 
to 300 people for a banquet-style event or up to 500 
cocktail style.

Euclid Beach  
Carousel Glass Pavilion
Make memories that will last a lifetime! Bring a bit of 
nostalgia to your event by adding Cleveland’s Euclid 
Beach Park Grand Carousel. The restored carousel is 
fully operational. Add it as a stationary display, or let 
your guests ride throughout the evening. Daytime party 
packages are also available. 

Hay-McKinney house
For a truly historic and ornate setting, reserve the Hay-
McKinney Reception Hall and entertain in the early-
twentieth-century elegance of the Gilded Age. The 
reception hall accommodates up to 50 guests for a cocktail 
party. A spectacular sit-down dinner for your 10 closest 
friends or colleagues may be scheduled in the formal 
dining room. Add outdoor charm in the warmer months 
with cocktails in the Hay Vanderbrook Garden. The 
garden accommodates up to 200 for cocktails or 150 for 
an elegant wedding ceremony. An open lawn space 
adjacent to the garden is perfect for a tented reception.

Hanna  
Courtyard Garden
The Hanna Courtyard Garden is an intimate courtyard 
lush with trees, flowers, and historic stonework. Invite 
up to 200 guests for a wedding ceremony or cocktail party. 
All garden rentals include reservation of an indoor gallery 
in the event of rain. Consider transforming the garden 
in a reception space during cocktail hour.

Norton Gallery
The Norton Gallery is ideal for 100 to 130 guests seated 
banquet style or 200 guests for a cocktail reception – with 
special exhibits throughout the event space. Day or 
evening, this room can be exclusively yours.

Conference Center & 
Meeting Spaces
All meeting spaces can be reserved for your group during 
regular museum hours or for an evening event. Spaces 
can accommodate 10 to 100 people. Rentals include use 
of tables and chairs set up theater, classroom, or banquet 
style. Podium, audiovisual equipment, and wireless access 
are also available in select spaces. Upgrade to a four-speaker 
sound system for an additional fee.

Henri Pell Junod, Jr. Center for History Education: 
capacity for up to 100 guests capacity up to 80 guests

Hassler Meeting Room: capacity up to 80 guests

Hanna Library: capacity up to 25 guests

Community Conference Room: capacity for up to  
40 guests

History Center
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Gatehouse Visitor Center
With sweeping dramatic views of historic Hale Farm, the Gatehouse Visitor Center offers the modern conveniences 
of a full catering kitchen, climate control, and audiovisual equipment. The Gatehouse accommodates up to 220 guests 
and includes a lovely stone patio perfect for cocktails or a simple ceremony.  Enjoy a roaring fire in the stone fireplace 
or opt for s’mores by a blazing bonfire on the lawn.  More intimate spaces can be partitioned off for corporate meetings, 
lectures, or private dining experiences.

Meetinghouse
The 1850 Greek Revival Meetinghouse, known to many as the “little white chapel,” is the perfect venue for a wedding 
ceremony or memorial service with up to 190 guests. Place a string quartet in the organ balcony, or have your 
photographer capture the moment from above. The Meetinghouse offers the modern conveniences of electricity, 
heat, and a space for the bridal party, while preserving its historical ambience.

Carriage Pavilion
Located directly behind the Meetinghouse, the Carriage Pavilion makes the perfect spot for a casual reception. Built 
just a few years ago, this structure has modern amenities while overlooking the vintage beauty of the Village Green. 
The pavilion is enclosed on three sides with modern restrooms and electricity. Parking is located behind the pavilion, 
or a tram service is available from our main parking lot. The pavilion can seat up to 150 guests, and picnic tables and 
removable benches are provided. Host a picnic for a corporate gathering, family reunion, or group outing. Casual 
wedding ceremonies and barbecue-themed receptions are also great in this space.

Scenic Grounds
Options abound within our lush 90-acre grounds. Choose from a variety of gardens and open spaces, including:

Apple Orchard: A short walk from the Gatehouse, the original Hale Apple Orchard combines the beauty of arching 
apple trees in the shade of the 1800s historic home and barn with the sprawling drama of the field arching up the 
edge of the valley.

Front Lawn: Looking to transform the night and impress your guests with a reception set in the beautiful outdoors? 
With the generous space offered by our Front Lawn, you are limited only by imagination and budget.

The John A. McAlonan Carriage Museum: Home to our transportation collection, the Carriage Museum is an 
uncommon setting for smaller parties. Weave food and drink offerings among the antique carriage display, while 
creating a distinctive atmosphere in the spacious heated dining area upstairs.

Aten Log Barn: The weathered look of this historic log structure, originally built in 1812, is the perfect rustic backdrop 
for smaller events. 

Village Green: Charming historic buildings that date from the mid-nineteenth century are clustered around this 
generous green space perfect for a tented event.

Hale Farm & Village
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This brochure was created by Hawthorn Creative, the leading developer of powerful print and online media for 
the hospitality industry. Paid advertisements within this brochure contribute in part or whole to the production of the 
product. No portion may be reproduced without written permission from Hawthorn Creative.

www.hawthorncreative.com. Copyright 2014C R E A T I V E

A W T H O R N

Vendor Collection
We are pleased to present our selection of trusted professionals, available to assist in planning your event with 
the Western Reserve Historical Society at either the History Center or Hale Farm & Village.

CAKES & DESSERTS
A Taste of Excellence
440.845.0800
www.taste-food.com
Details on page 13

CATERING
A Taste of Excellence
440.845.0800
www.taste-food.com
Details on page 13

Acme Fresh  
Market Catering and 
Event Planning
330.645.6222
www.acmecatering.com
Details on page 12

Devring’s Inc.
216.251.1901
www.devringscatering.com
Details on page 12

Executive Caterers
440.449.0700
www.executivecaterers.com
Details on back cover

CATERING (cont’d.)
Marigold Catering
216.566.5400
www.marigoldcatering.com
Details on page 15

Normandy Catering
440.585.5850
www.normandy 
catering.com
Details on page 14

Totally Cooked Catering
330.923.9964
www.totallycooked.com
Details on page 14

DINING & 
REHEARSAL DINNERS
Executive Caterers
440.449.0700
www.executivecaterers.com
Details on back cover 

Glidden House
216.231.8900
www.gliddenhouse.com
Details on page 15

EVENT PLANNING
Acme Fresh  
Market Catering and 
Event Planning
330.645.6222
www.acmecatering.com
Details on page 12

Executive Caterers
440.449.0700
www.executivecaterers.com
Details on back cover 

Marigold Catering
216.566.5400
www.marigoldcatering.com
Details on page 15

Normandy Catering
440.585.5850
www.normandy 
catering.com
Details on page 14

Totally Cooked Catering
330.923.9964
www.totallycooked.com
Details on page 14

GUEST 
ACCOMMODATIONS
Glidden House
216.231.8900
www.gliddenhouse.com
Details on page 15

RENTALS
A Taste of Excellence
440.845.0800
www.taste-food.com
Details on page 13

VALET &  
PARKING SERVICES
Integrity Parking Systems
440.543.4123
Details on page 14

WEDDING RESOURCE
eleGALA.com
www.eleGALA.com
Details on page 14

Contact Us
Western Reserve Historical Society staff will assist you with details 
to make your event run smoothly, including catering, valet/
parking, decorations, and logistics. Contact us to take a tour, get 
more information, or reserve a date for your wedding or  
special event.

Rental rates vary based on space and party size. For more 
information or to schedule a site visit:

The History Center in University Circle
216.721.5722 x1405 | sales@wrhs.org

Hale Farm & Village in the Cuyahoga Valley
330.666.3711 x1718 | halerentals@wrhs.org
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