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‘Tis the Season for Holiday Nostalgia: Experience Celebratory 
Traditions of Cleveland Past at the WRHS History Center 

Historic displays harken to a time of bustling Cleveland department stores and traditions 
of Cleveland’s cultural communities November 28 through January 4 

 

 
CLEVELAND, OH – Although the Western Reserve Historical Society’s History Center takes a step 

back in time with each of its exhibits, this year’s holiday display will focus on the nostalgia of 

downtown Cleveland’s once-popular department stores and citywide holiday traditions during the 

winter months. 

Remembered for their interactive window displays, iconic holiday characters and festive decorations, 

the department stores of Euclid Avenue, such as Halle Brothers Co. and Higbee’s Co., became 

destinations for Clevelanders during the holidays. During Celebrations: Holiday Traditions in 

Cleveland at the WRHS History Center, those traditions will come alive once again.  

Beginning November 28, visitors can enjoy the mechanical figurines that were once seen in the 

windows of Higbee’s during the 1950s and 1960s on display. Winter décor will spill into the Crawford 

Auto Aviation Museum and each of the historic mansions on-site will be decorated with holiday 

decorations from WRHS collections. Mr. Jingeling, also known as the official “Keeper of the Keys” 

and one of the most fondly remembered icons from holidays at the Halle Bros. department store, will 

also be making appearances on December 20 (10 am to 5 pm) and December 21 (12 pm to 5 pm). 

Weber’s Ice Cream will also be on-site during the festivities each day, serving up the famous 

Higbee’s Frosted Malt for visitors to enjoy.  

“The holidays have always been festive at WRHS, but with the new opportunity to ride the Euclid 

Beach Park Grand Carousel again, we wanted our visitors to be completely immersed in the holiday 

experience of a time gone by here in Cleveland,” said Kelly Falcone-Hall, President & CEO of 

WRHS. “If you rode the Carousel in the summertime, chances are that you also might have 

experienced a family trip downtown to any of the department stores on Euclid Avenue. We invite our 

visitors to share their winter memories and make new ones this holiday season at the History 

Center. In spending a day with us, you can enjoy the holiday displays, ride the Carousel, and 

experience the history of Cleveland on display within our refreshed and full exhibit galleries.” 

In addition to the everyday holiday festivities planned at the History Center, each weekend will 

feature a cultural community and its holiday traditions. This season-long celebration of culture will 

kick off on Saturday, November 29 with a Diwali Celebration lead by the Federation of India 
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Community Associations. Additional community features will include a day with the Maltz Museum of 

Jewish Heritage on December 7 and an Italian American celebration on December 23.  

Hale Farm & Village, the living history museum of WRHS located in the Cuyahoga Valley, will also 

feature holiday offerings through Holiday Lantern Tours on December 6, 12-14, and 19-23, each tour 

beginning at 6:00 pm. Holiday Lantern Tour guests will stroll through the historic village and discover 

seasonal traditions and lore from the local residents. The decorated historic homes act as the 

backdrop for tales of holidays during the Civil War, when the nation desperately needed a distraction 

from the conflict. During all tour dates, the Marketplace at Hale Farm will be open for visitors to 

purchase handcrafted at Hale gifts and locally made artisan selections. Reservations for the tours 

are required and can be made by calling (330) 666-3711 ext. 1720. 

The WRHS History Center in University Circle, 10825 East Boulevard is open Tuesday - Saturday 

10:00 am - 5:00 pm, and Sunday, Noon - 5:00 pm. The Research Library is open Thursday – 

Saturday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Admission is $10/adult, $9/Ages 62+, and $5/child 3-12. WRHS 

members, active Military with ID, and children two and under are free of charge. Group rates are 

available. Parking lot fees are paid at the admission desk during museum hours. The parking lot is 

located off Magnolia Drive.  

_________________________________________ 

 
About the Western Reserve Historical Society 

Founded in 1867, Western Reserve Historical Society (WRHS) is Northeast Ohio’s premier storyteller 

Northeast Ohio’s history. The WRHS mission to inspire people to discover the American experience 

through the regional history in NEO is presented through its vast collections. These collections are made 

accessible to the public through exhibits at the WRHS History Center in University Circle, the living history 

museum at Hale Farm & Village in the Cuyahoga Valley, and the Research Library. WRHS is home to the 

Crawford Auto Aviation Museum, a renowned costume and textile collection, 32 historic structures and 

the archives of Northeast Ohio’s diverse community history. Learn more at www.wrhs.org.  

 

WRHS is supported in part by the residents of Cuyahoga County through a public 
grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture. Sponsorships, bequests, grants, admissions, 
and other funding are used by WRHS to preserve and enrich the region’s artistic 
and cultural heritage. 
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