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Robert E. Schade (b. 1924) was born and reared in Cleveland, Ohio.  A 
descendant of Irish immigrants, he participated in the Irish community, including 
marching in the St. Patrick's Day Parade during his high school years at Cathedral Latin 
School.  His career primarily consisted of working as vice president of Willard F. Schade 
and Associates for thirty-five years.  Schade is a descendant of the Dempsey family that 
originated in Ireland.  Upon immigrating to the United States and coming to Cleveland, 
Ohio, family members found employment in occupations that welcomed the Irish, while 
maintaining their Irish traditions.  Robert’s great-grandfather, James Dempsey, was one 
of the founding members of St. Malachi’s Church in Cleveland, Ohio.   It has been said 
that James preached temperance in the Irish neighborhoods in Cleveland.  Robert’s 
grandfather, William Dempsey, sailed on the Great Lakes.  Mention of this appears in the 
book chapter that makes up part of this collection.   William also worked for the 
Cleveland Fire Department, retiring at seventy-six years of age.  William was married to 
Lucy Walker, to whom he wrote a poem upon their engagement on March 7, 1880.  
Another descendant of this family was head of the Cleveland Chamber of Commerce. 
Throughout the generations, this family maintained their genealogical records, 
confirming relationships with the Ranney, Monaghan, Walker, and DeBinder families. 

 
 The Robert E. Schade Family Papers, 1820-1994, consist of a book chapter; 
cemetery records; certificates of birth, baptism, marriage and death; correspondence; a 
descendancy chart; family histories; a family crest; family tree; genealogical information; 
last will and testament; memoirs; newspaper clippings; obituaries; passenger arrival 
records; photographs; and a poem. 
 
 The collection is arranged alphabetically by document type, and then 
chronologically. 
  

This collection is of value to individuals interested in Irish history and Irish 
American history.  It is of also of value to those seeking information about the Irish 
community in northeast Ohio.  This collection will be a resource for researchers studying 
the genealogy of the Schade, Dempsey, Monaghan, Ranney, Walker, and DeBinder 
families.  Individuals seeking information and history pertaining to the Great Lakes will 
find pertinent data.  Persons interested in Irish folklore will enjoy the stories contained 
within the family histories and genealogies.    
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Provenance: Robert E. Schade, 2002. 

Number of Containers:  1 Oversize Folders:   0    Oversize Volumes:   0 
 
Size: 0.20 linear feet / 0.06 linear meters 
 
Restrictions: None. 
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Container        

   
1 Folder 1: Book chapter, photocopy, History of the Great 

Lakes, Volume II, 1890. 
   
 Folder 2: Cemetery records, photocopies,  St. John’s 

Cemetery, 1877-1935. 
   
 Folder 3: Certificates, photocopies, baptisms, deaths, family 

Bible records of the Dempsey family, 1875-1952.  
   
 Folder 4: Correspondence, photocopies; Don Ranney to Bob 

Fitch regarding the DeBinder and Dempsey 
families, 1977; Don Ranney to Lettie regarding the 
Monaghan famiy, undated.  

   
 Folder 5: Dempsey family records, photocopy, undated. 
   
 Folder 6: Descendancy chart, photocopy, Dempsey family, 

1994. 
   
 Folder 7: Family crest, photocopy, Dempsey family, 

undated. 
   
 Folder 8: Family history, photocopy, DeBinder family, 

undated. 
   
 Folder 9: Family history, photocopy, Dempsey family, 

undated. 
   
 Folder 10: Family tree, photocopy, Dempsey family, undated. 
   
 Folder 11: Genealogical information, photocopy, Dempsey 

family, 1992. 
   
 Folder 12: Last will and testament, photocopy, William F. 

Dempsey, 1889. 
   
 Folder 13: Memoir, photocopy, Dempsey family, unauthored, 

undated. 
   
 Folder 14: Memoir, photocopy, Monaghan family, undated. 
   
 Folder 15: Newspaper clippings, photocopy, ca. 1930. 
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 Folder 16: Obituaries, photocopies, Dempsey family 

members, 1897-1931. 
   
 Folder 17: Passenger arrivals to Baltimore, photocopy, 1820-

1834. 
   
 Folder 18: Photographs (3) of Dempsey and DeBinder family 

members, undated. 
   
 Folder 19: Poem, photocopy, from William Dempsey to Lucy 

Walker upon their engagement to be married, 
March 7, 1880. 

 


